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MI-CW4609 Michigan Crop Weather November 16, 2009   
 

Harvest Progressing  
 

Six days were suitable for fieldwork during the week 

ending November 15, according to the USDA, NASS, 

Michigan Field Office. Precipitation varied from zero to 

.08 inch. Average temperatures ranged from 5 degrees 

above normal in the west central, southwest, and central 

Lower Peninsula to 7 degrees above normal in the Upper 

Peninsula and northern Lower Peninsula. Field activities 

progressed at a faster pace due to warmer than normal 

temperatures. Some growers continued to experience 

harvest delays due to high moisture content in corn grain. 

Fall activities included planting winter wheat, harvesting 

soybeans, corn, and sugarbeets, and preparing fields and 

equipment for the winter season. 

 

Field Crops 
 

Warmer temperatures aided in the dry down and harvest of 

crops. Corn harvest was continued as conditions 

permitted. In the northeast, some corn was taken off as 

high moisture and used as dairy feed. In the west central, 

some corn harvested as high moisture was stored in silos. 

Moisture levels remained high in the corn crop. Therefore, 

growers experienced high drying costs and lengthy lines at 

elevators. Sugarbeet and soybean harvest was all but 

complete. The last of the 2010 wheat crop was planted. 

However, in the Southeast, there was concern whether the 

crop would germinate before the snow starts.  
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Soil moisture for week ending 11/15/09 

Stratum 
Very 

short 
Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Topsoil 

Subsoil 

2 

3 

3 

5 

79 

78 

16 

14 

 

 

Crop condition for week ending 11/15/09 

Crop 
Very 

poor 
Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Corn 

Pasture 

Winter Wheat 

5 

10 

1 

14 

17 

4 

31 

30 

43 

39 

30 

41 

11 

13 

11 

Crop progress for week ending 11/15/09 

Crop 
This 

week 

Last 

week 

Last 

year 

5-year 

average 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Apples, harvested 

Corn, mature 

Corn, harvested 

Soybeans, harvested 

Sugarbeets, harvested 

Winter wheat, planted 

Winter wheat, emerged 
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98 

95 
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89 

16 
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Michigan Weather Summary for Week Ending 11/15/09 
1
 

Station 

Temperature 
Cumulative growing 

degree days 
2
 

Precipitation 

Maximum Minimum 

Departure 

from 

normal 

2009 2008 Normal 
This 

week 

Last 

two 

weeks 

Last 

four 

weeks 

Since 

April 1 

Normal 

Since 

April 1 

For 

month 
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South Bend, IN 
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Belding 

Coldwater 

Lansing 

South Central 
 

Detroit 

Flint 

Romeo 

Tipton 

Toledo,  OH 

Southeast 
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 1 Issued by the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field Office in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Michigan State University's 

Cooperative Extension Service, Agricultural Meteorologist, Department of Geography, and Crop Advisory Team ALERTS. 
 2 Growing degree days (GDD) is the sum of daily mean temperatures minus 50 per day, 86 maximum and 50 minimum. The GDD is accumulative 

from April 1. 
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